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Book Koticbs. 141 

HOW THE BIBLE WAS MADE.* 



This work is a valuable hand-book, containing in little space considerable 
information. The author has succeeded in collecting, grouping and compressing 
many facts relating to the history of the Bible, as we have it to-day. He takes up 
the question of the Old Testament Canon, the Deutero-Canonical books, the his- 
tory of the Hebrew text, the Ancient Versions, discussing their critical value. 
The Talmud, Targums and Massorah receive attention. The New Testament 
Canon, its manuscripts, uncial and cursive, are treated of at some length ; and 
then, the Early Versions, the testimony of the Fathers, and the English Versions 
from the earliest effort by Csedmon in 676 down to the Eevision of 1881 are 
spoken of. 

The position taken on the questions is the one commonly received by the 
churches to-day, and the book is not, nor does it pretend to be, a scientific treat- 
ment. The views of the advanced school of criticism are not noticed at all in 
speaking of the structure of the Old Testament, and in discussing the question of 
the New Testament Canon, the Gospel of John is not mentioned as one of the 
books whose authenticity has ever been doubted. Omissions of this kind detract 
from the value of the book. 

In speaking of the Deutero-Canonical books, the author says that " there is 
an evident tendency to adopt the longer Canon of the Old Testament." We think 
this statement is hardly borne out by the facts ; we would rather say that there is 
a tendency to shorten the received canon of to-day by casting out books like 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and others. Some other positions taken by the 
author we might not agree with, but in general we think his statements reliable 
and his conclusions just. 

The book on the whole will meet a want by the fact that it groups together 
information, which can only be found elsewhere by long search. It is to be much 
regretted that there is no index ; that a book of this character may be in the high- 
est degree useful an index is an absolute necessity. 



THE GREAT AEGUMENT.f 



That the Old Testament bears witness to Jesus and finds its fulfillment only 
in the man of Nazareth has been indeed the Great Argument of the Christian 
Apologist since the day of Peter's sermon. Dr. Thomson has made a re-statement 
of it in the light of modem investigation and discovery, and finds it as strong and 
convincing as ever. 

We confess to have taken up this book with some hesitation and prejudice 
against it. So much has been written on the Messianic question which exhibits 
false and strained exegesis and puerile reasoning, that the argument itself has 
fallen into some discredit. But the reader, before he has gone over very many 
pages, finds that this discussion is of another calibre entirely than any to which 
he is accustomed. It is by all odds the best book of the kind in our language. It 
is simple. There is no prolonged and ingenious reasoning sustained by an ample 
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